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In consideration of the foregoing, the Commission proposes to amend Part 38 and 

Part 284, Chapter I, Title 18, Code of Federal Regulations, as follows: 

PART 38 – BUSINESS PRACTICE STANDARDS AND COMMUNICATION 
PROTOCOLS FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
1.   The authority citation for Part 38 continues to read as follows: 

 Authority: 16 U.S.C. 791-825r, 2601-2645; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 42 U.S.C. 7101-

7352. 

2.   The heading of Part 38 is revised to read as follows: 

PART 38—STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC UTILITY BUSINESS OPERATIONS 

AND COMMUNICATIONS 

§ 38.1  [Removed] 

3. Remove § 38.1. 

§ 38.2  [Redesignated as § 38.1 ] 

4.   Redesignate § 38.2 as § 38.1 

5.   In newly redesignated § 38.1, paragraph (a) is revised to read as follows: 

§ 38.1  Incorporation by reference of North American Energy Standards Board 

Wholesale Electric Quadrant standards. 

 (a)  Any public utility that owns, operates, or controls facilities used for the 

transmission of electric energy in interstate commerce or for the sale of electric energy at 

wholesale in interstate commerce and any non-public utility that seeks voluntary 

compliance with jurisdictional transmission tariff reciprocity conditions must comply 

with the following business practice and electronic communication standards 
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promulgated by the North American Energy Standards Board Wholesale Electric 

Quadrant, which are incorporated herein by reference: 

* * * * * 

6.   New § 38.2 is added to read as follows: 

§ 38.2 Communication and Information Sharing Among Public Utilities and 
Pipelines 
 

(a) Any public utility that owns, operates, or controls facilities used for the 

transmission of electric energy in interstate commerce is authorized to share non-public, 

operational information with a pipeline, as defined in § 284.12(b)(4), or another public 

utility covered by this section for the purpose of promoting reliable service or operational 

planning.   

(b) Except as permitted in paragraph (a), a public utility, as defined in § 38.2, and 

its employees, contractors, consultants, and agents are prohibited from disclosing, or 

using anyone as a conduit for the disclosure of, non-public, operational information 

received from a pipeline pursuant to § 284.12(b)(4) to a third party or to its marketing 

function employees as that term is defined in § 358.3(d).  

   

PART 284 – CERTAIN SALES AND TRANSPORTATION OF NATURAL GAS 
UNDER THE NATURAL GAS POLICY ACT OF 1978 AND RELATED 
AUTHORITIES 
 
1.   The authority citation for Part 284 continues to read as follows: 

 Authority: 15 U.S.C. 717-717z, 3301-3432; 42 U.S.C. 7101-7352; 43 U.S.C. 

1331-1356. 
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2.   In § 284.12, paragraph (b)(4) is added to read as follows: 

 (b) *** 

(4) Communication and Information Sharing Among Pipelines and Public 

Utilities.   

(i)  A pipeline is authorized to share non-public, operational information with a public 

utility, as defined in § 38.2(a) or another pipeline covered by this section, for the purpose 

of promoting reliable service or operational planning. 

(ii) Except as permitted in paragraph (i), a pipeline and its employees, contractors, 

consultants, and agents are prohibited from disclosing, or using anyone as a conduit for 

the disclosure of, non-public, operational information received from a public utility 

pursuant to § 38.2 to a third party or to its marketing function employees as that term is 

defined in § 358.3(d).  

  


